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Unexpected Leaders
Quarter 10  •  Lesson 6
Focus on Character Development

1. Connecting: Do an activity about expected and unexpected things.

2. Teaching: Hear about 2 unexpected leaders: Deborah and Jesus (Judges 4; Isaiah 9:6).

3. �Responding: Talk about ways to be a leader in difficult situations and choose to lead  
this week.

SUPPLIES
 • Bible

Optional Supplies:
 • The Action Bible, pages 212–215
 • Memory Verse Poster
 • The Action Bible, images of Deborah leading Israel
 • Pencils
 • Student Pages

Teacher Devotion

Think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by 
human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But 

God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 
things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world 
and the despised things— and the things that are not—to nullify the things that 

are, so that no one may boast before him.  
1 Corinthians 1:26–29

We so often think of ourselves as ordinary people. Paul’s words to the Corinthians seems to confirm 
that idea. But look again—3 times Paul says, “God chose” in reference to these ordinary types of people. 
And why does God choose the foolish, weak, and lowly things of the world? Because He does not 
want us to boast of our own strength or wisdom but of our God.

You may think that you are ordinary, but God uses the ordinary to do extraordinary things, if you allow 
Him to. Ask God to help you see that your ordinariness, in His hands, becomes extraordinary because it 
points people to God. Ask Him to help you point the children you teach to Him.

Family Connection: Let your children’s families know that this week their children will learn about 
unexpected leaders. Encourage them to thank the good leaders they know. These people could be 
teachers, parents, pastors, and community leaders.
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LESSON TIME
1. Connecting: Do an activity about expected and unexpected 

things.
As your children come to class, ask if they tried to be servant leaders during the week. Explain to them 
that you will read some sentences. You will pause at a point and they will silently think of what they 
expect you to say. You will then say the missing word.

The sky is (pause) blue.

Curry goes with (pause) rice.

Fish swim in (pause) water.

We boil potatoes in (pause) tea.

 • Were you surprised when I said that curry goes with rice? Why not?

Help the children understand that it is normal to eat these 2 foods together; it is the expected 
answer.

 • Were you surprised when I said that we boil potatoes in tea? Why?

Help the children understand that it is not normal to eat these 2 foods together; it is an 
unexpected answer.

There are certain things that we expect, such as eating curry and rice. The same is true about 
other things in life. For example, we expect men to be strong, women to love babies, and 
leaders to accomplish things.

However, some people may put potatoes in their tea! That is unexpected. Sometimes our 
leaders are not who or what we expect them to be. There are many stories in the Bible about 
how God used unexpected people to do His work.

2. Teaching: Hear about 2 unexpected leaders: Deborah and 
Jesus (Judges 4; Isaiah 9:6).

Long before Israel had kings, God used judges to save His people from their enemies. One of 
those enemies was King Jabin, a Canaanite. For 20 years, he made the Israelites suffer. God 
raised up a prophetess, Deborah, to be Israel’s judge during those years.

 • Do you think that the people expected a woman to be Israel’s judge?

Allow 2–3 children to share their thoughts.

At that time, people probably did not think that a woman could be a judge. So Deborah was 
an unexpected leader. God often uses unexpected leaders to do His work. He does this so that 
everyone will know that He is the one who has accomplished the work, not the human leader.

Because they were suffering under the cruel King Jabin, the Israelites cried out to God for help. 
God heard them and chose to use Deborah to show the Israelites how He would save them.

Optional: If possible, share the images from The Action Bible.

Deborah said to a man named Barak, “God commands you to take 10,000 soldiers and go to 
Mount Tabor. He will lead Sisera, commander of King Jabin’s army, and his troops to the Kishon 
River. God will give you victory at that place.”
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But Barak told Deborah, “If you go with me, I will go. But if you do not go with me, I will not go.” 
Let’s hear how Deborah responded to Barak:

“Certainly I will go with you,” said Deborah.  
“But because of the course you are taking, the honor will not be yours,  

for the Lord will deliver Sisera into the hands of a woman.”  
Judges 4:9

So Barak marched to Mount Tabor with 10,000 soldiers, and Deborah went with them. Sisera, 
the enemy commander, gathered his soldiers to fight them. When Deborah saw that Sisera and 
all of his men were there, she told Barak, “Go! The Lord has given Sisera into your hands. God 
has already gone ahead of you!”

So Barak marched down the mountain with his 10,000 men. Because of God’s work, Sisera’s 
army was defeated. Barak killed all of Sisera’s soldiers, but Sisera escaped. He hid in the tent of 
a woman named Jael. But she killed Sisera while he was sleeping. Just as Deborah had foretold, 
God gave the victory in the battle to a woman.

Optional: if you are using The Action Bible, allow the children to review the story on pages 212–215.

Encourage the children to talk about the story.

 • Did it surprise you that God used women to lead and help defeat the enemy? Why or why 
not?

 • If God can use anyone to lead well, why do you think people expect or want only a certain 
type of person to lead them?

 • Why do you think some people do not respect unexpected leaders, such as women?

Most people look for leaders who are strong and courageous. They want confident people who 
can lead well. That is wise. However, it is also wise to realize that not all leaders will be what we 
expect.

 • Who are some unexpected leaders that you know about?

Allow 2–3 children to share.

The Bible tells us about another leader who was not what the people expected Him to be. 
For hundreds of years the Israelites had waited for God’s promised Messiah to come and save 
them. God had told His people that the Messiah would be a great king. Listen to these words 
that Isaiah spoke about the Messiah hundreds of years before Jesus was born.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  
and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,  
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Isaiah 9:6
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Most people expected the Messiah to be an earthly king. Instead, God gave them a baby 
born to peasants. He did not appear to be any of the things that Isaiah had talked about in his 
prophecy. Jesus the Messiah was not who the Israelites expected Him to be.

Teacher Tip: If any of your children have questions or express interest in knowing more about 
becoming a Christian and having a restored relationship with God, share the information from the 
Salvation Path that you can download below.

 • What does it tell you about God that He would send Jesus in a way that was unexpected?

Some people might think that because you are young, or a girl, or poor that you cannot be a 
good leader. But that is not true! God uses unexpected leaders, and He can use you too. All of 
us can be leaders. Good leaders listen to God and act in ways that please Him. For example, 
they should not say something and then do the opposite. They should not say, “Everyone be 
honest” and then lie and steal from others. They should not say, “Everyone has value” and then 
treat some people as if they have no importance.

Deborah listened to God, so she was able to lead others. Jesus led in the ways that God the 
Father wanted. You can be a leader, too.

3. Responding: Talk about ways to be a leader in difficult 
situations and choose to lead this week.

God used 2 women, Deborah and Jael, to help lead Israel to victory. People might not have 
expected women to be leaders. But God can use anyone to carry out His plans. Even as 
children, you can be unexpected leaders too!

Listen to this verse. I will say it 3 times.

If you are using the Memory Verse Poster, show it to the students.

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young,  
but set an example for the believers in speech,  

in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.  
1 Timothy 4:12

I will share some stories. After each one, think of how someone your age could be a leader in 
this situation. I will ask a couple of you to share your ideas with the whole class.

Teacher Tip: If you have a large number of children in class and this discussion would take too 
long, have the children pair up and respond with their partners. You can call on 1–2 pairs to share 
with everyone after each situation.

Story 1: A girl in the village was burned in an accident. Some boys who are your age throw dirt 
at her and call her nasty names. You are not friends with these boys, but you know God wants 
you to be a leader and do something. What can you do?

Story 2: Your friend’s father was killed in an accident. Your friend’s mother does not have any 
way to support her family. Your friend is always hungry. She stopped going to school. Now 
you see her begging every day on the street. You know God wants you to be a leader and do 
something. What can you do?
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After the discussion is over, ask the children to think about something they can do this week to lead, 
even when others are not expecting them to. Offer these suggestions or others that better fit your 
children and community:

Help another child or an adult who is sick in a practical way, like getting them water.

Share food with someone who is hungry.

Treat a beggar with respect, even when other children are not.

Choose not to steal, even when other children are.

Tell the truth, even when it seems easier to lie.

When children know what they want to do this week to be unexpected leaders, they should stand up. 
If some children are not ready to commit to being leaders, that is okay. They can remain seated. Call on 
several of the children who are standing to share what they are going to do this week.

Optional: If you are using the Student Pages, there is space for children to respond on them.

Close class by asking all the children to stand up as you read the following blessing based on 1 
Timothy 4:12 over them.

Blessing: May you see yourself as an unexpected leader, and may begin to notice the 
opportunities God gives you to lead. As you follow God, may you be an example in your words, 
actions, and love for others.

Lead the children in singing this quarter’s song, if possible. “A Thousand Hallelujahs” by 
Brooke Ligertwood: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeS49pSXDts


